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Experts gather to discuss future of smart manufacturing as
Intelligent Manufacturing Kuala Lumpur 2025 concludes

Kuala Lumpur, 21 May 2025. The third edition of Intelligent Manufacturing Kuala
Lumpur (IMKL) successfully drew to a close on 16 May. From 14 — 16 May 2025, this
conference-led event brought together industry experts, corporate leaders, and
academics from around the world. Held under the theme “Synergising technologies
and workforce adoption for operational success”, participants explored strategies to
improve the digital capabilities of ASEAN manufacturers. Discussions highlighted
the latest trends, technologies, applications and research, supporting the
development of smart manufacturing and facilitating knowledge exchange across the

industry.

Key figures from Intelligent Manufacturing Kuala Lumpur 2025:

e 2,164 visits

e 357 conference attendees

o 23 speakers from nine countries and regions (China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Mexico, Morocco, Singapore, Switzerland and the United States)

e 19 conference sessions, four breakout sessions and 21 Tech Lab sessions

e 19 product showcases from six countries and regions (Australia, Germany,
Malaysia, Singapore, Switzerland and the United States)

Two-day conference at Intelligent Manufacturing Kuala Lumpur 2025



Ms Fiona Chiew, General Manager of Messe Frankfurt (HK) Ltd commented: “We are
delighted that IMKL 2025 has once again attracted such a wide range of ASEAN
manufacturing professionals. Feedback from participants has been highly positive,
reaffirming the event’s role as a key platform for industry experts to connect and discuss the
future of smart manufacturing. Moving forward, we will continue to expand this platform to
ensure it remains a valuable resource for professional and industrial advancement in the
region. | look forward to reuniting with speakers and attendees at next year’s edition.”

Held at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC) in Malaysia, the event combined a
two-day conference, product showcases, Tech Lab sessions and the debut of the new SPS
Stage Kuala Lumpur pavilion.

At the conference, speakers presented on trending topics in smart manufacturing, offering
professionals from various sectors insights into Al development, applications, and talent
training. Industry leaders shared case studies on successful digital transformation,
supporting ASEAN manufacturers in their Al adoption and digital transformation journey.
Complementing the keynote speeches, newly added breakout sessions allowed attendees
to choose topics matching their interests and join interactive discussions with speakers.
Concurrently, the product showcase areas and Tech Lab sessions provided attendees with
opportunities to attend tech demonstrations and take part in workshops for in-depth
discussions about the products and innovations presented.

Meanwhile, the newly launched SPS Stage Kuala Lumpur introduced resources from the
internationally renowned SPS brand to the region, showcasing advanced solutions from
exhibitors at other SPS events. Exhibitors at SPS Stage also contributed to the Tech Lab,
presenting on smart manufacturing topics such as smart factory assembly solutions and
data connectivity. The showcase highlighted technologies for production efficiency
advancement.

Feedback from speakers:

“In just three years, IMKL has become the ASEAN region's key event for digital
transformation and intelligent manufacturing technologies. The first year brought experts
from around the world to share their visions, and by the second year we also saw case
studies from SMEs who had successfully transformed through IMKL's network. Now in its
third year, even previous audience members are leading workshops and taking to the stage
as speakers. We are a community, sharing what we've learned to help every SME succeed
in Industry 4.0.”

Prof Dr David Romero, Scientific Vice-Chairman, World Manufacturing Foundation,
and Professor of Advanced Manufacturing, Tecnolégico de Monterrey, Mexico

“Malaysian manufacturers see the opportunities Al brings for higher output, lower costs,
and greater innovation, all of which contribute to national economic growth. IMKL's
conference creates a platform for sharing valuable knowledge and experience from different
parts of the world. By connecting industry experts, business leaders, academics and
policymakers, it helps our manufacturers stay competitive.”

Mr Sam Majid, Head of NAIO, National Al Office (NAIO)

“Beyond the powerful machines, models, and frameworks, intelligent manufacturing is really
about three things: people, purpose, and policy. IMKL convenes industry stakeholders to
share, discuss, and create synergies around these ideas. It's clearly at the forefront of



advancing technology, and bringing everyone to a single location to foster collaboration is
no simple task. IMKL is doing a great job of making this happen.”

Mr James Kok, Head, AIAP-X, Head, AIEH (Defence), Assistant Head, Industry
Development, Al Innovation, Al Singapore

“At IMKL, we can see that there is a definite appetite among ASEAN manufacturers to
progress to the next level of digital transformation. The focus on Al integration in
manufacturing was timely, as everyone is embracing or trying to embrace these
technologies, and | personally was impressed seeing just how far robotics technology has
advanced. IMKL is a great platform for bringing the industry together, with clear effort and
investment in securing quality speakers and panellists.”

Ms Mei May Soo, Chief Al, Global Solution Specialist, Dell Technologies

“Many manufacturers remain unconsciously incompetent, lacking awareness of actionable
digital and Al solutions. For effective adoption, these technologies must address specific
pain points in machinery, processes, or workforce, aligned with investment capacity. IMKL
plays a key role as a knowledge hub, helping industry players recognize viable solutions
and kickstart their transformation. Such an event is vital for fostering awareness, guiding
stakeholders on priorities, and driving sustainable industry growth.”

Dr Deny Sapian, Head of Industrial Sales & Business Development, Schaeffler
Bearings (Malayia) Sdn Bhd

Product showcases at Intelligent Manufacturing Kuala Lumpur 2025

Feedback from product showcase contributors:

“Together with the School of IT and School of Engineering, we brought several of our
startups to IMKL 2025, presenting work in chip development, medical applications and
energy-related projects. It's a great opportunity to walk around and talk to people from
different domains and industries. Visitors to our booth were quite surprised by our startups



and gave us many ideas on how to collaborate, particularly in Al and data science, to make
these technologies work better for society.”
Dr Lim Chern Hong, Senior Lecturer, Monash University Malaysia

“‘MOXO is at IMKL to showcase our solutions for Southeast Asian manufacturers, especially
in the rubber and oil sectors. The energy here is great, and it's a really well-organised event
with insightful booths. I've had deep conversations with delegates about process integration
and supply chain solutions, and the conference covers important topics like Al, innovation,
and sustainable manufacturing. It's a great place to see what's happening in the industry
today.”

Ms Maitreyi Devi, Solutions Lead - APAC, MOXO

“Through our collaboration with SHRDC, we joined SPS Stage Kuala Lumpur to showcase
Bossard's smart factory assembly solutions and explore other exhibitors' technologies.
We're connecting with local universities and potential project partners, creating a whole
ecosystem where customers become partners and partners become customers. The way
the showcases and Tech Labs are structured works very well, giving us a good chance to
advance and get a new perspective on things.”

Mr Dave Tang, Engineering Manager, Bossard (M) Sdn Bhd (SPS Stage Kuala
Lumpur)

Feedback from conference delegates and visitors:

“For Dell Technologies Malaysia, IMKL is definitely where we need to be to exchange best
practices in the artificial intelligence space. The event is very strategic about Al's future and
its implementation in manufacturing. The Tech Labs and Showcases are excellent,
featuring impressive demonstrations of robotics and Al, and we've heard speakers from
across Malaysia, Singapore and worldwide share insights on generative Al, physical Al,
agentic Al and robotics — everything needed to push the Malaysian industry forward. With
this technological change happening very fast, it's really an event no one should miss.”

Mr TS Koay, Managing Director, Dell Global Business Center Sdn Bhd

“Attending IMKL for my second year, | find it a great opportunity to learn about upcoming
trends in digitalisation and industrial transformation. This year’s conference highlighted the
importance of investing in people rather than solely in technology. For SMEs like us with
limited budgets for new technologies, investing in our people becomes even more critical,
as it's about enabling humans to work in synergy with machinery to get the best results. |
highly recommend the event for both its access to new technologies and its insights into
what lies ahead.”

Ms Lee Miew Sim, Deputy General Manager, Rovski Industries Sdn Bhd

“The Tech Lab at IMKL proved highly informative, with companies sharing their work and
showing us how their systems operate. At the product showcases, | discovered sensors
and technologies | hadn't seen in the market before — truly cutting-edge innovations that
went beyond what | expected. Working in palm oil manufacturing, where processes tend to
be quite conventional, this kind of practical knowledge sharing helps us bring our teams on
board with automation and IoT. ”

Mr Wong Si En, Lead Digitalisation, Mechanisation, Automation & Digitalisation
Department (R&D Division), FGV Holdings



“IMKL's conference sessions, Tech Lab, and product showcases have all been very
beneficial, highlighting what's happening in the global market and what leading companies
are doing. At Academy Hevea Malaysia, we work with many Malaysian rubber product
manufacturers, and these insights help us introduce new technologies, including Al, to our
industry. For example, one speaker's simple explanation of cobots versus humanoid robots
showed us exactly how our manufacturers can begin utilising these technologies.”

TS Dr Roland Ngeow, Rector, Malaysian Rubber Board, Rubber Research Institute of
Malaysia

The next edition of the event is set to be held in 2026, details will be announced in due
course. Intelligent Manufacturing Kuala Lumpur is organised by Messe Frankfurt (HK) Ltd
and endorsed by the Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation (MATRADE). The
conference sessions are co-organised with the Selangor Human Resource Development
Centre (SHRDC), and the event is supported by prominent organisations and industry
associations, including:
e Communication 21 Media Group Sdn Bhd
International Alliance of Robotics Associations (IARA)
Intrinsic EO Sdn Bhd
Machinery and Engineering Industries Federation (MEIF)
Malaysia Board of Technologists (MBOT)
Malaysian Industrial Development Finance Berhad (MIDF)
Malaysia Productivity Corporation (MPC)
Malaysia Robotics & Automation Society (MyRAS)
Malaysian Rubber Products Manufacturers’ Association (MRPMA)
Plastics & Rubber Institute Malaysia (PRIM)
Taiwan Automation Intelligence and Robotics Association (TAIROA)
The National ESG Association of Malaysia
TusStar Malaysia
Smartdwrd
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Press information and photographic material:
https://myintelligentmanufacturing.hk.messefrankfurt.com/kualalumpur/zh-cn/press.html

Intelligent Manufacturing Kuala Lumpur on social media:
www.linkedin.com/company/intelligent-manufacturing-imkl
Facebook: www.facebook.com/intelligent.manufacturing.kualalumpur
Instagram: www.instagram.com/imkiconference

#IMKL #IntelligentManufacturingKualaLumpur #SmartManufacturing
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Your contact:

Ray Sze

Phone: +852 2238 9972
Ray.Sze@hongkong.messefrankfurt.com

Messe Frankfurt (HK) Ltd

35/F China Resources Building,
26 Harbour Road,

Wanchai, Hong Kong

www.messefrankfurt.com.hk
www.myintelligentmanufacturing.com

Background information on Messe Frankfurt

The Messe Frankfurt Group is the world’s largest trade fair, congress and event organiser
with its own exhibition grounds. With a workforce of some 2,500* people at its headquarters
in Frankfurt am Main and in 28 subsidiaries, it organises events around the world. Group
sales in financial year 2024 were around € 780* million. We serve our customers’ business
interests efficiently within the framework of our Fairs & Events, Locations and Services
business fields. One of Messe Frankfurt’s key strengths is its powerful and closely knit global
sales network, which covers around 180 countries in all regions of the world. Our
comprehensive range of services — both onsite and online — ensures that customers
worldwide enjoy consistently high quality and flexibility when planning, organising and
running their events. We are using our digital expertise to develop new business models. The
wide range of services includes renting exhibition grounds, trade fair construction and
marketing, personnel and food services.

Sustainability is a central pillar of our corporate strategy. Here, we strike a healthy balance
between ecological and economic interests, social responsibility and diversity.

For more information, please visit our website at: www.messefrankfurt.com/sustainability
With its headquarters in Frankfurt am Main, the company is owned by the City of Frankfurt
(60 percent) and the State of Hesse (40 percent).

For more information, please visit our website at: www.messefrankfurt.com

*Preliminary figures 2024

Background information on Selangor Human Resource Development Centre

The Selangor Human Resource Development Centre (SHRDC) is a leading organization in
Malaysia dedicated to enhancing human capital and fostering industry collaboration to drive
economic growth and technological advancement. Established in 1992 as a nation’s call to
enable personal and organizational development. As of today, more than 100,000
participants have gone through talent development and training programs with us and
SHRDC spans with over 100 courses over 6 strategic business units with over 200
competent trainers. SHRDC is located in Section 13 Shah Alam. For more information,
please visit www.shrdc.org.my



